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in this Deep Tragedy, were Chriſtians : Chriſtians who | 


Rf;being prompted by their pretended . infallible. Oracle, 
FREE” Þoaſted themſelves the ſole Preſervers of Chriſt's Sa- 


+ cred Doctrine inviolable, in oppoſition to all the con- 
trary endeavours of impious Hereticks ; as they op- 
probriguſly ſtile thoſe, whoſe pious Lalours have 

qnely refotm'd' their; Abuſes, and corrected their Er- 
res; or Whoſe Conſolences have been better in- 
form d, than tacitly to follow the blind Guidance of 
fuch Men, whoſe Zeal is Fury, and whoſe Religion 
is a moſt compleat Syſteme of” Abfurdities. 

I1 need not kae in thoſe Romiſh Doctrines of 


Purgatory, Indulgences, or 'Traſubftaritiatidni' ; v for 
eee ochre 
to this Day; certainly the weakeſt Reaſon can't be 
ſo groſly impos'd upon, as to allow that Religion to be 
Apoſtolical, and agreeable to the peaceful Doctrine of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, ox even to common Senſe; which 
gives both Bimb and Noariſimtut to ſuch Practices, 
as don't only caſt an Univerſal Blot on that Profeſſi- 
on, but ſtain our, very Nature too; and even deface 
the deepeſt Characters of Hamit). 
Nis mot incredible that a Religion inſtituted by 
Almighty God himſelf, moſt exactly calculated for 
the Preſervation and true Intereſt of Mankind, and 
introduced by: the Voice of an Angel, proclaiming 
Flory 10 God in ibe Higheſt, and on Earth peace, good 
w?H towurdti en; ſhou'd: favour: the dark Intrieguẽs of 
Hell, and ſuggeſt to Mortals (already too ingefiious 
at the Inſtruments of Miſchief) the hateful methods 
of Rapine and Murder, of Fire and Deſolation. 
What à faſt Handle muſt it needs be to the Ene- 
eß of Chriſtianity, to ſee Thoſe who ſolemnly, and 
y profeſs Chriſt Jeſus; that Prince of Pearce, en- 
then wou d 
tremble 


Peg os * 
gag d in Cruelties which an honeſt Hea 


1 


(5) 


bles of their Poets afford a Scene ſo full of Horror:as- 
that we now commemorate. They have one indeed 
of Thyeſtes, painted ſo frightful, that the Sun is ſaid to 
ſhrink back and withdraw, to ſhade the bloody Spe- 
ctacle. But if thoſe Heathens had ſuch an odious 
notion of Inhumanity, as to ſuppoſe Nature thus diſ- 


order d at ſo ſmall a Crime; into what Convultons: 


muſt we Chriſtians imagine it wou'd. have been thrown, 
at the execution of this Day 's-unparalletd, unheard. of, 
deſign'd Barbarity: When not only the Laws. of Na- 
ture, but the Laws of Nature's God, had been impi- 


ouſly prophan d, and violated; when Religion it ſelf N 


was made inſtrumental to the moſt horrid Impieties, 
and a diſguiſe to carry on the moſt inhumane Cruel- 


ties: to ſuch wild Extravagancies may furious blind i 


Zeal lead Perſons intoxicated. with that moſt virulent 


Poiſon, the corrupted Spirit of Holinefſss. 


£ 


But 1 ſhall forbear farther to aggravate the Guilt 


of our Enemies, either by inſtancing in the Particu- 
lars of this treaſonable Conſpiracy, or by reflecting 
on thoſe melancholy Conſequences, which muſt ne- 


ceſſarily have follow d it; leſt whilſt, I endeavour to 


expoſe their Shame, I unchriſtianly provoke their 
Rage; and inſtead of procuring their Repentance 
and Sorrow, I only incur their tarther. Hatred and 
Obſtinacy-: for Wickedneſs ever appears ſo nativel 
deform'd, that (like other Baſe: and Unlawful Of. 
ſprings) nothing is a more ſharp and ſenſible. reproach: 
to'its Parents. D LORIE I rin. ates. Fa 3 
And now, as not only Prudence, but Generoſity 
and Chriſtian Charity, oblige us to caution in expoſing 


our Enemies Faults; ſo Modeſty; and Humility, as 


juſtly-command- a Silence in our own Praiſe :. how- 


ever in gratitude to our Governments, and in juſtice 
2 „ 1 


Fs t 


tremble to name ? Nor can the moſt extravagant Fas: . 
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mendation of that Religion, and moſt excellemt Form 


of Worſhip they have wiſely eſtabliſh'd amongſt us: 


That let the moſt diſcerning and inveterate of aur, 
Adverſaries take the ſtricteſt Survey of it, in its na- 


tive Purity; He will there diſcover nothing but the 


- 


trus ſtill and peaceful Spirit of Chriſtianity. Our 


Ohurck neither authorizes, nor allows, thoſe: unchri- 
ſtian Doctrines, of depoſing Kings, and abſolving Subjects 


fron their Obedierce, or of extirpating thoſe who diſſent 


frem our: Communion with Fire and Sword. No, our 
Religion, as our Laws, is ever moſt tender of the Lives 
and Intereſts of all Men; and no Hiſtory can upbraid 
the true Proft ſſors of it, with Cruelty, Sedition, or 
The remarkable correct neſs of our Diſcipline, is a 


publiek Reproach to the Errours of our Adverſaries; 


and ſince nothing affects Men more ſenſibly, than 
what gives the Lye to their Judgment, and upbraids 
their Practices; the Enemies ſo made are always 
moſt malicious and implacable : From hence that 
Rage which forces Men to break through all the Ties 
of Prety and Nature; and from this ſame Fountain 


ſprung all that violence and oppoſition againſt the 


re conſtirution of Chriſtianity : twas only 
ecauſe it contradicted the old falſe receiv'd Notions - 


of the Heathen World, and expos'd their moſt ab- 


furd fdotatrous Worſhip. From all which we may 


Juſtly argue a true ſimilitude and agreement of our 


Religion with the original Purity of Chriſtianity. ;; 
that they equally oppoſe the Vices and Corruptions 
of Mankind, and have been equal Sharers. of their 
perſecutions and Hatred. For if we look over all 
the bloody Scenes of Aneient Martyr d Chriſtians, 
the hatefül Images of invidious Rage and Cruelty, 


* 


Wo. can 


| (#3 
can n where be more viſible; than in this ali 
" Pl; -- 


ſucceſſes againſt the Perſons of Chriſtians; as argu- 


ments againſt the Truth and Divinity of their Doctrine; 
ſo the Enemiès of our Religion, in like manner glorying 


in their ſhame, may perhaps attribute their on Suc- 


ceſsful perſecutions to the Weakneſs of oun Cauſe; and 


forgetting that God uſes them only as Rods for the 
correction of thoſe he loves, take the permiſſiom to 
make ſuch near approaches to hurt us, as Inſtances of 
his favour. Wherefore leſt ſuch Suggeſtions as theſemay 
animate our Enemies, and diſcour 
Brethren; it will not be —_ to 
r Day, if I endeavour 


L To vindicate the w idem ih Goodneſs of God; 


in permitting the Wicked to 1 ws Tn e 
the Juſt a6 | 15 oy 


hows 53 3 2 


II, To ſhew 1 (norwithſiending duch Permiſſion) 


1 tales a peculiar care, to limit and defeat the 
moſt ſecret Counſels of the Ungodly, and to turn 


their Wiekedneſs upon themſelves. The Lord will agb 


at them ſer he feeth eb their "ION Le, apr RENE 
is coming, 


III. To few what: a theſe: Wiſe: we Joſt 


— Almighty God, are naturaly to 
on our Lives and Actions. And 17 122927 


br Almigh God, rol ener nes 87 
one and plot oil the ff 1 


Thee 


But as thoſe perſscuting Heathens 01 their 


ge our - weaker 
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I. I am to vicdicets the Wiſdom. 2 Gade 
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F ©. des ave been Perſons ſo weak, as to' Guelttos 
not only the Government, but the very Exiſtence of a 
Soc but I believe there are few in this age (wicked 
1 18) arri d to that height of Impiety; or who have ſo 

of corfupted/ their underſtandings, as not to be-con- 


he'd'of the certainty of his Being, either from the 


. — of univerſal Conſent, or the plain deductions of 


Reaſon; Yet there are many (1 fear) whoſe particular 


Mlisfortunes have ſo 'four'd them, as togive a very 
ſharp Edg to their Objections againſt his Providence; 


The Succeſſes of the wicked, and the Infelicities of the 
Juſt; the croſs coupling of Proſperity with Vice; and 
Miſery with Vertue: have inall ages ſtrongly in- 
ſinuated Almighty God to be careleſs, and UCONN d, 
in the Affairs of Mortalss. 

But how inconſiſtent with Natural Reaſon, aint kw : 
injurious to Revelation muſt it be; to aſſert, that .the 
great Author of the world, can deny his care and 
protection to the Products of his own Nature} and 
Works of his own hands, which he knows ſtand in 
continual need of his ſuccour and afliſtance? Are not 
even the Brutes themſelves the work of his own Power? 
Do not the wildeſt of them ever expreſs a very tender 


regard for the Creatures to whom they give Birth and 


Being? Can it then be imagin'd that He who is the 
wiſe Author of all the Excellences and beſt Qualities 


the Creation is endowed with, ſhould himſelf want 


thoſe Perfections which he daily beſto ws. 
No, this one Abſurdity (were there no other argu: 
ments) is ſufficient _to.prove that the great Creator 


of all things is their wiſe Governour too; and Man, 


as being his ownImage, and the moſt excellent of hi 
Creatures here below, is the moſt immediate Obs 


je& of his Care: whence we may reaſonably mfer-! 
chat however unequal his diſtributions of the _ 
ST ET 5 


* 


all dealt in Weight and Meaſure and moſt exactly propor- 
tioned to the true Intereſt of Mankind : for tis impious 
to believe, that the Juſt Judge of the World ſhall not do right. © 
We alas! ſee little farther than Appearances, Realities 
generally lying without the Bounds ef our narrow) 
Proſpect; for we are utterly ignorant of thoſe ſecret 


Springs which move the Hearts of Men; and are of 


conſequence unable to ſet a true value on their Merits ; 
but much more to proportion and aſſign their Rewards; 
or to determine whether they ſhall be received in this 
World, or in that which is to come. All theſe things 
are now hid from our eyes; and will perhaps lie 
conceal'd amongſt the incomprehenſible Counſels of 
Almighty God, till the great day of Judgment; when 
every man ſhall receive Rewards according to his Works. 
But ſurely then our Ignorance, can be no pretence 
for us to arraign the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, of 
to cenſure the preſent diſpenſations of Providence; for 
tho Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him now, yet 
Righteonſneſs and Judgment are ever the habitation of his 
Throne. How hard ſoever our Condition may be in 
this Life; tho' we even become a ſcorn and deriſion 
to all about us; yet we may always reſt aſſured, that 
the over-ruling Hand of Providence, will diſpoſe all 
things to the beſt and wiſeſt Ends; and at laſt give 
1 row conviction, that it was good: for us to have been 
OSHS. Ss Hh bt 4 75: rer Je IEEE 
_ 1/2, Becauſe ſo Childiſh and perverſe is Human Nature, 
that as too much Severity breaks our Spirits, and ſinks us 
to Deſpair; ſo too much Indufſgence wou d render us 
undutiful, encourage our Preſumption, and extinguiſh 
that holy Awe &Reverence due to our heavenly Father. 
A continual Series of Proſperity wou'd give us a ſurfeit, 
and ſwell our Souls with the poiſonous DEE 
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ous thoughts: They will help us to walk ſteddy and cir- 


cumſpecly ; and when we are eas d from them, the 
Remembrance of them will both delight us, and pre- 
vent our giddy - Tranſports ; By this means we ſhall 
not be puff d up by the Bleſſings we receive, but rais d 
and ſtrengthen d gradually, Occulto fleut arbor ævo; and 


then whatever future ſtorms we ſhall meet with, tho? 


they may ruffle and diſcompoſe us a little, yet they 

will never be able to break, or ſhake. our Hope and 
Confidence in Almighty G. 
Seconaiy, Perſecutions and Troubles, very much 
contribute to quicken our Reliſh of thoſe mercies we 
at preſent enjoy : For ſo imperfect and irregular a Crea- 
ture isfalln Men, that even a ſenſe of Miſery, is in 
{ome manner requiſite to give a true Guſt to his Plea- 
ſures: The Sweets of Human Life are rarely taſted with- 
out a Sting; and the very delights of Food are only 
theu truly grateful, whilſt Hunger pinches us: hence 
it is, that the preſent peaceable enjoyment of our 
Laws, Religion, and Liberty, appears ſo great and 
incſtimable a Bleſſing: Their frequent happy Eſcapes 
from Perſecution. and Danger, (but particulary from 
the deſign d Ruin of this Day,) gives them ay 
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And thus, we ſee, the early rigorous Doom = "Wy ak 


Man, to ear his Bread in Sorrow,” is by the infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, fo far alleviated; that 


our Sweat and Labour only ferve. to małe it taſte the 


ſweeter The Varieties of Human Lite very much: 
contribute to its Beauty; and Miſery it ſelf, is ſo far 


from being the true mark of Heavens diſpleaſure, 
that nothing is a ſurer token of its Love: Our ble. 
fed Saviour himſelf was a Man of Sorrows 5 but yet 
the beloved Son in whom bis Father was well pleaſed - 
for Almighty God corrects thoſe he loves, and chaſtiſer 


—_ one that he receives. Perſecutions and Threats: 
l 


5 Life, are the Diſcipline he uſes to bring us to 


r true knowledge of our Dependance ; to engage 
our Obedience; and to confirm our Courage and 
Parience in this militant State, that we may be the 


better qualify'd for one triumphant, eternal, in the 


Heavens. When God's Judgments are im the Earth, — 
Inhabitants of the World will learn Wee 


Afflictions by their preſſure give growth to — 


Vertues; and all the Difficulties, Rubs we meet 
with in our paſſage, through this vale of Miſery, 
will effectually conduce to brighten our Souls, and 
make them ſhine with greater luſtre, when we ſhall 
arrive at the exalted Regions of Glory. i 
"Thirdly, The preſent Hardy and Savage conflicuion- 
of onr Nature requires fomething to make us ten- 
der, and to ſoſten us; to teach us Pity and Com- 
paſſion: But what better method cod d there be, 
than to let us feel the ſmart of 1 2 or What 
fitter Scourges than the Wicked 2 T fla 
ſhou'd learn the Leſſon our ſelves, 3 we can 
repeat it to others; and thoſe are ever obſervd to 
be moſt compaſſionate, who ane nt: ſtood 


moſt. in need of Pity. 17'S! 


we 
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No certainly, all theſe Reaſons put together, 
make it highly conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of Almighty God, to permit the Wicked to per- 
ſecute and plot againſt the Juſt, and to guaſh upon them 
with their Teeth. From which Expreſſions we may 
obſerve, that God does not leave the Righteous for- 
ſakes, or gives over a Prey to their Teeth : although the 
Wicked are thus ſuifer'd like Lions, to walk about and 
Rore ; yet they are not permitted to Devour; but to 
chaſe, and oblige the Righteous to retreat, as à Flock 
into one Fold, under the Protection of one Shepherd 
Chriſt Jeſus. And this leads me to the Second thing 


I propos d. | 


II. To ſhew, that notwithſtanding the Wicked are 
permitted to perſecute and plot againſt the Juſt; yet 
Providence takes a peculiar care to limit, and defeat 

their moſt malicious and ſectet Counſels; and to 
turn their wicked Devices upon themſelves. Zhe Cord 
will: laugh at them, for he ſees their Day, i. e. their 
—A x reame:;: EG EE - 

The many ſurprizing Accounts we frequently meet 
with, both in Divine and Human Hiſtorians, of the 
inconceiveable methods, by whicly the moſt politick 
Projections of Wicked Men have been defeated, are 
ſufficient Teſtimony, that it was the peculiar Hand 
of Providence alone, which Brought them to naught. 
But certainly the out-ſtretch'd Arm of: God was' ne- 
ver more viſible, than in the Overthrow of that moſt 
Compendious Piece of Miſchief, from which we this 
Day commemorate our Deliverance. So malicious 
and artificial was this horrible Conſpiracy, and the 
Snare ſo cunningly laid, that nothing but that tender, 
watchful Guardian, Providence, cou'd either have 
foreſeen our Danger, or prevented our Ruine. q 4 


\ 


T 73 7 

Theſe Kingdoms were at that time, in a moſt W 
| found Quiet and Security; under the happy Go- 
vernment of a wiſe and peaceable Prince, who' had 
more Wiſdom than to make himſelf Enemies, and 
more Prudence and Foreſight, than not to appeaſe 
thoſe who had made themſelves ſuch. Our Laws 
had then all their due force and vigour ; and our 
Religion too, was happily fix d upon its primitive 
and firm Foundation. In ſhort, our whole Conſtitu- 
tion was, to alt human appearance, ſo ſtrong and 
healthy, that nothing beſide ſuch a ſecret and violent 
Blow, as was then deſign'd, cou'd either have broke 
or ſhaken it. 

Bur moſt certain it is, that as Natural Bodies, ſo 
Bodies Politick, are ever in greateſt danger of Mortal 
| Diſeaſes, when they are at the very perfection of 

Strength: for at ſuch times too much ſecurity of 
Safety, makes us regardleſs of Danger; and lays us 
more open and defenceleſs to the treacherous aſſaults 
of our Enemies: Then it is they inſenſibly ſteal upon 
us, and diſable us, before we apprehend either their 
Force or Cunning : Nay, we too often lend them 
_ aſſiſtance againſt our ſelves ; and ignorantly ſupport 
and nouriſh thoſe, who ungratefully return our Cha- 
rity, with their Malice and Cruelty. 

This alas! was the too ſecure Conſtitution of our 
State, when the Enemies of our Peace, firſt began to 
Undermine it: Our tranſports of Felicity gave them 
the favourable opportunity, of advancing their Crooked 

2 unſuſpected: Our Proſperity had rais d 

eir Envy, and ſo dazrd our own Eyes, that we 
cou d by no means either diſcern the Og ym 
or perceive the Storm that threaten' tos 
the Ax was laid to our very Root, and fo Gent a * 1 
vilible was-the gend , "that nothing but the 
powerful 
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Xo aerger Hand of Providence (ever compaſſionate to 
tte injur d Innocent) cou'd have warded it off. 

_ Twas the all piercing Eye of God alone, cou'd: ſee 
through, the thick Coverings of Night and Vaults, 

re diſcern the hateful Monſter faſbioning be- 
veath in the Earth ; 'Twas his vigilant care alone, 
cou'd give us early Notice when it was come to 
Maturity, and ready to breath Deſtruction upon us. 
We, alas ! were too ignorant. and ſinful, to plead ei- 
ther our Merit or our Foreſight ; and therefore to 
the tender merciful Providence. of God, as is moſt 
due, let us gratefully aſcribe the glory of this our 
great Deliverance. 
There are none (I believe) either ſo vain, or dis 
ingenuous, as to affirm twas their own Strength that 
av d them; yet becauſe our Salvation in this Diſco- 
very, was effected by very ſmall and inconſiderable 
means, ſome unthinking Perſons, perhaps, may deny the 
right hand of God the Honour of it: 
more common than to attribute that, and — like 
unaccountable Events, to Fate or Fortane; without 
ever reflecting on the Nature of that all- ſeeing, eu- 
rious, active, over-ruling Power, which made and 
governs the World ; to whom nothing is caſual or 
tortuitous ; nor any thing {beſide his own ſteddy 
Purpoſes) ſo fixd, which he can't- alter as he pleaſes. 

. Tis undoubtedly the neglect of ſuch pious Conſi- 
derations, which gives occaſion to thoſe frequent, 
cexelefs, and oftentimes irreligious Expreſſions, in 
common Diſcourſe. Such a Fortreſs was luckily ta- 
ken by the caſ#/ falling of # Bomb into a Magazine, 
Such a Victory gain'd by the fortunate miſtake of a 
Word : And this Day's great Deliverance effected 
by the reel miſcarriage of a Letter: our trea · 


cberous Enemies (ſay ſuch Perſons) were fated to 
Diſcovery 


og 


(15) 

Diſcovery and Shame. Theſe 01 fay) are tlie com 
mon expreſſions us d, in relating tlioſe Succeſſes, and 
Deliveranees, which happen beſide the Scheme of our 
own Projections, or the ordinary courſe of oatural | 
and ſecond. Cauſes. 1 
This indeed, is a very eaſic and conciſe way of ac- 
counting, for the particular F avours of Heaven: but 
fo prejudicial; to God's Glory, and ſo apt to ſtop our 
farther Reflections on Providence, that it has ever 
been induſtriouſly diſcountenanc'd by all pious and 
thinking Men : for if we take thoſe Words in their 
Original 4 orgy how unworthily ſhall 'we ac- 
count for ſeveral of our late wonderful S 5: 
and particularly for the Mercies of this Day: A 
Socrates or a Plato wou'd have been aſham d of. ſo 
pitiful a Shift ; nay, the moſt Atheiſtical Heathen 
Poet, wou'd have allow'd ſomething in this Plot, wor- 
thy the Solution of a God. Deus interfit;—No-- 
dus vindice dignus inciderit. 
None certainly, except the rb of Ebicarus,. 
or our Modern Stoicks, wou d ever have recourſe. to 
blind Fortune, or inexorable Fate; for theſe. were 
only petty Deities, invented by the Heathens, to 
excuſe their Ignorance, and to account for thoſe E- 
vents they cou'd not comprehend ; but were :ſa- 
much unknown to the Fews, that their Language | 
has no Words to ſignifie them; nor are Names 
to be found. amongſt the Inſpir d Chriſtian Authors 7 
for thoſe Sacred Pen-men well forefaw, how eafily 
our Thoughts were led aſide by falſe Signs, as well 
28 our Minds themſelves hy falſe Gods: :1 When | 
thoſe holy Men never ſpoke, but what inf a” 
| Grace to the Heurers; fo they carefully avoided wri- 

ting any thing, 5 W og: their Readers neo” 
Error. TY 

NY | ut 


. Th 
But ſince ſuch Words, as Fate and Fortune, are tranſ- 
fer d from the Heathens into our Language, and now 


not eaſily to be exploded ; it will be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, that we always endeavour to'make'a' proper 


and chriſtian uſe of them : And whenever we attri- 
'bute any effect to Fate, we muſt mean no more, than 


that'it happen'd by a neceſſary connexion of Events, 


according to the free Eternal Purpoſe of God. For 
ſach an Univerſal Superintendency has the Eye and 
Hand of Providence, over the moſt minute affairs of 
this World, that not one Event in that long train, 
from the Creation to the Diſſolution of it, can e- 
ſcape his Notice; or happen out of that wiſe order in 
which they are diſpos'd.Not that there is any neceſſa 

connexion inherent in the things themſelves, whic 

God himſelf can't alter; for that wou'd be to aſſert 
what Im now condemning, and with the Stoicks, 
to tie up the Almighty Power of God in that fatal 
Chain of Cauſes. N o, I only ſay that the neceſſity of 
all inferior Events, depends. upon the free determi- 
nation of God himſelf, who now neceſſarily. executes, 
according to his free Eternal Purpoſes; but did not 


purpoſe, till by his infinite Knowledge he had clearly 


diſcern'd, which way his freeſt Creatures wou'd deter- 
Whenever likewiſe, we are to account for ſuch 
Events as ſeem looſe and contingent, and happen 
beſide our Knowledge or Intention; we muſt remem- 
ber that there is an unſeen Hand, which links them 
all together by a ſtrong, though inviſible Chain: and 
that the infallible Eye of Providence, direQs them o 
exrtain'and” glorious Ends: for what can be more 
abſurd, than to ſuppoſe the great wiſe Creator of the 
World, ſhou'd commit the Government of it to For- 
tune: that he who is a God of Order and Beauty, _ 
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cruſt che regular diſpoſal of all things to blind Chance: 


No, "tis we lis ure blind, And tis by theſe Thel 100% 
Events, that Almighty God ſeems to ſport with dur Ig: 

norance, and laugh at our vain confidence; for theſe 
are the ſecret inviſible Hinges, on which the greateſt - 


affairs of Mankind do oftentimes tur», without either 
their Foreſight or Notice: hence things in themſelves fo 
little and regardleſs, as the miſtake of 'a Word, or an 
accidental ſpark of Fire, have determin'd the ſuccels 
of Battles, and future'ſtate of Empires, and even reco- 
vered Laurels ftom, the Victorious : So powerful is 
the ſmalleſt Weapon in an omnipotent Hand. 
To the fame powerful Hand of Providence alone 
then, let us aſcribe the glory of our unaccountable 
Succeſſes, and this wonderful Deliverance ; a Delive- 
rance which as far exceeds our Foreſight as our Merit. 
For what leſs than infinite Divine Power and Wiſdom, 
cou'd have defeated thoſe wicked 'Plotters of this 
Day's intended Miſchief; who were aſſiſted with all 
the Art that Hell, and their own Malicious Nature 
cou'd ſuggeſt ; who were driven on by all the Vi- 
olence that blind Zeal {fearful of nothing) cou'd lend 
them; and encourag d by the favourable opportu- 
nity of our being regardleſs of Danger; and the 
wicked hopes of an Inſurrection amongſt our ſelves. 
But Almighty God /augh'd at their vain confidence, 
for he ſaw their Day was coming, He plainly deſcern'd, 
that ſo ſmall a thing, as the miſtake of one Syllable, in 
the Superſcription of a Letter, was ſufficient to baffle all 
their cunning Projections ; and that this one /iip wou'd 
make them ſtumble into the Pit themſelves had dig dall 
Their Policy and Foreſight, cou'd Judge only of a ſhort 
and direct Succeſſion of Conſequences; So that when 
an inviſible By-Cauſe ſtept in and twiſted the Chain; 
all their helliſh Art and Strength cou'd neither unravel 


. | * 


C nor 
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n which the barbarqus Pro 121 ee 8 70 well 
15 (ap of em would fa 


Aale A bd the 1775 e Reliev iy” more 
e 7 and orateful. es, ſuch permiſſion was 
highly inſtrumental to the clearer Manifeſtation of 
Ged $ Power and Goodneſs; and wou d more forcibly 
oblige the Wicked to dread his Vengeance, and encou- 
rage the Good to confide in, and admire his Mercy. 
Hut this wa me to the ot ! propoled; 


which x Was, 


Ul. To ſnew what Influence theſe Wiſe and Juſt 
proceedings of Almighty Go nary are naturally 1 to 
produce on our Lives and Actions. 

Now the Influence of Gods ſpecial acts of provi- 
dence, is ſo very univerſal, that there are few Duties 
Man is concern d in, to which. they don't in ſome 
manner reach; nothing being more effectual than 
theſe, to give us juſt and awful notions of God's 
Power and Goodneſs. For when his out- ſtretch'd Arm 
thus plainly diſcovers it ſelf, and appears diſrob d of 
ſecond Cauſes; Who that duly reflects on the ſtrength 
of his interpoſing Hand, can without the concurretice 
of Almighty God, entertain the leaſt confidence of 
W to his own beſt laid Deſigns 2 When the wicked 

{ce 


(49) 
ſee their molt Artfull Miſchiefs thus Gena 
and their impious hopes bafffd; they will certainly 


learn to know and fear, and do no more re unptioully,. 
Again, who that conſiders likewife the various un- 


abo Methods, by which Providence relieves 


the Diſtreſſed, can be ſo forlorn arid miſerable, as to 


_ deſpair of ſuccour? when all People are thus by the 
ſpecial acts of Providence, plainly convine d that zbere 


i knowledge in the nioſt High, und that the Gd acob 


ſees and regards the moſt ſecret and mirinte Affrirs 
Mankind; the Wieked will learn £6 dread his reveng- 
ing Attributes, and the Good to admixe his Juſtice and 
Mercy. When the Terrors of the Lord are thus known; 

they will be moſt” apt to Perfuadt mex to revere his 
awful Majeſty. een 

I might here very e my müde many other ofthoſe 
great Effects, which the ſpecial acts of God's Provi- 
dence naturally produce on our Lives and Actions; 


but Time, and this Otcafion" oblige me to Stop, and 


ſumm up all the''reſl im Gratithide, à Duty we are at 
rhis time moſt patticulatly concern 'd in; and'6ne fo 
comprehenſive too, that it neceſſarlly ineludes all others 
or at leaſt is the Center in which they meet; tis the 
one Point, in which if we offend, e tranſpgreſs 
Ingratum dixerii omnia dixerjs, | is As juſt "Charge 
in Divinity as in "Mortality © for"! Jhbever® enter- 
tains ſich unworthy Notions of God's ſpecial Favours, 
as to deny tlie fmall return of Thanks, does conſequen- 
tially diſregard thoſe venerable Attributes from which 
they were deriv'd ; and may. as ele oy be ſtil'd 
Impions,' 25 Tugrateful. 

Vet heinous' and eiperdoghkis : a8 this Vice is, 
there is not one in all the black Roll of Sins, to 
which Mankind is more prone. This Almighty 


203 ſeems to have foreſeen and regarded, when he 
- C3 firſt 


ally degested, 1 


” 3.2 
—_- 


for) 


o ert inſtituted the Weekly Return of Sabbaths;- as 


Days of Leiſure; for Mankind to . contemplate the 


Gloty and Excellency of his Works; the ſrequent 
conſideration of which, his Wiſdom thought-neceſſa- 


ry to fill our Souls with lively apprehepſions of his 


Power and Goodneſs ; that our Mouths might loudly 


lnnrng, his Praiſe and great Glory. 
Tis moſt probable likewiſe, that Man's neglect- 


fulneſs of paſt Favours, gave Original to thoſe ſeve- 
ral. Ani verſary Feaſis among the Jews. And upon the 


ſame account it was, that Chriſtianity was ever care- 
ful to inſtitute Annual Solemnities, to commemorate 


the x gh Acts of Providence. .nothing being more 


naturally, apt to imprint or recall. to our minds, freſh 
and lively Images of God's Goodneſs, than a fre- 
quent Sanden of he: e things be has mow 
for, 1s. 

. Certainly then, not any Solemnity of Human In- 

titution, can more conduce to inflame our Souls 
with, Love, and Praiſe, and Thanks, than this we 
now celebra te. This joytul Day deſerves a double mark 
755 White in our L 4 $09." was the bleſſed Sea- 


W 


nours 0 our ed, and nung b our Land : 


When our Religion and Civil Intereſt too (for theſe 
mult riſe and fall together) were all happily. reſcu'd 
from the unſeen jaws of Death, and utter Ruine. 
The Snare was broken, and they were deliver dl. 
This was likewiſe the welcome: Day, on which 
our late Sovereign of bleſſed Memory.arriv'd, the Pro- 
vidential Inſtrument of our ſecond Deliverance from 


' thoſe ſame reſtleſs Enemies, who were then grown 


to o that height of Preſumption, as to attempt b open 
Violence, 


bY : 


Violence, what their ſecret Machinations had fail'd 
them in. They had then openly begun to perſe- 
cute our Religion, to transform our Schools and U- 
niverſities, to Seminaries of Jeſuitical Policy, and Popiſh 
Superſtition: Our Houſes were laid waſte ; Our Cities 
deſolate and forſaken : Our Churches were made our 
Priſons ; and nothing but complaining in our Streets. 
.. Theſe were the calamitous, theſe the gloomy 
Times, from which that pious Monarch (compaſſio- 
nate to our Miſeries) deliver d us. And theſe are 
the great Bleſſings ; the ſignal Mercies of Heaven, 
we particularly at this time commemorate. What 
Nature then can be conceiv'd ſo hard? or what Soul 
ſo cloſe ſhut up? which upon the ſerious conſideration - 
of theſe fo undeſerv'd, unexpected Mercies, will not 
be ſoften'd, and fill'd with grateful Thoughts, and 
continual Meditations on what we ſhall — unto the 
Lord for all his Benefits towards us: What Return we 
thall make to our merciful God, who ſo bountifully, 
ſo unconſtrain'dly, has not only reliev'd, but out-done 
our Neceſſities. e . 

But that no Heart may rem unmov'd, nor any 
Excuſe left for our Ingratitude!; let us at this happy 
opportunity, farther conſider how much we ſtand in- 
debted to bountiful Providence, for thoſe diſtinguiſh- 
ing Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty we now enjoy at 
Home; and thoſe great unexpected Succeſſes, which 
Almighty God (who goes forth with our Hoſts, and fights 
our Battels) has given our Arms abroad. Theſe mark 
us the particular Favourites of Providence ; render 
us more amiable to our Friends and Allies; but 
more formidable to our Enemies. i 


- 


But above all, let us remember to be grateful for 
that ineſtimable Bleſſing, the happy free Exerciſe of 
that excellent Religion, which we have eſtabliſh d by 


Our 
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_ Fad 5 our Low ; ; and maintain'd by the Pious Reſolutions 
SY of 2; Gracious QUEEN; whoſe Glemency indeed 


lays: no conſtraint on the Conſciences of Her Sub- 


jects, but Her own Religious Royal Example ſo for- 
Cibly inſſuences All, that none who are Loyal to 
Hler Perſon, or pleas d with Her Government, can 
reaſonably deny to be of Her Opinion. So Univer- 
ſal is Her Charity, Her Love to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 


ſo great and extenſive, that though we are far diſtant 
from Her Throne, yet we are in reach of Her Fa- 
vours : She loves our Nation, builds our Synagogues, and 
reſtores to them what their languiſhing Condition 
cou'd by no other means have hop'd for. 
And as a Seal to confirm the Sincerity of thoſe 
Pious Charitable Actions, She has recommended C- 


and Our Religion to the immediate Care of thoſe, whoſe 


Affection for our Chureli She knew to be ſolid and 


unſhaken; ſuch as was not founded upon hot Zeal 
for a Party, or built upon blind Prejudice /; 


but de- 
rivd gradually from mature Thought and Examina- 
_ - try'd and allowd by the Teſi of true Reaſon ; 

; of thoſe, whoſe Vergues: illuſtrate their Profeſſion, 
and are beſt proporti d to defend it, againſt either 
the Art or Violence of our moſt treacherous and in- 
veterate Enemies. 

Theſe. are the great Bleflings we may juſtly add 
the Remembrance of, to enliven the Service of this 
Day: Theſe are what all experience, and feel the 
benign influence of. How inexcuſable then will be 


our Ingratitude, if upon this occaſion we neglect to 


adore, and love, and praiſe our bountiſul God, who 


5 C as the Prophet expreſſes it) has done terrible things 


u that we look'd wot for. So opportune was this 


- Day 8. Relief, and our Succour as our Wu ſo un 


nate 


5 23 bl 0 08 
aw proceed ben any other Ori anc than Wert 
him who is the Fountain of all Love, 27 the God of 
all Mercies' : who knew our neceſſities, and reliev'd 
them too, not only before we ask'd, but before we: 
knew them our -ſelves : So ſwift was his Pity, that 1 it 
prevented our Prayers. 

Now the leaſt of thoſe many Bleſfi O Almighty 
God has beſtow'd us, is indeed as much above our 
Requital as our Merit ; Yet our gracious God 5 
paſſionate to our Inabilities) expects no other Return 
for his Benefits, beſide our grateful Acknowledgment 
of em; the eaſie Tribute of Thanks and Praiſe. But 
then we muſt obſerve, that this Honour is not to be 
paid with our Lips alone, but by the ſincere Con- 
formity of our Lives to the perfect Will of God ; 
to be — d by the pleaſing Harmony of our.ver- 
tuous Actions, and by readily applying all his Boun- 
ties to thoſe glorious Ends, his infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs deſign'd them. 

From the many great-Deliverances * Succeſſes 
then, which our merciful God has ſo ſignally vouch- 
ſaf di us we muſt learn to Revere his awful nw 
and ever to entertain juſt and worthy. Ideas of -all his 
Divine Attributes; to ſubmit our ſelves intirely to his 
Will and Pleaſure, and ever contentedly Fee the 
infallible uidance of his eee os 

We mult- likewiſe eſteem the pr En- 
joyment of our Eſtabliſn d ogy 2 Civil ae 
reſts, as a particular Bleſſing, deſign d by Heaven to 
give us Leiſure, and Opportunity, to repair the old 
Ruines of Fall» Man 4 yo $eeover and improve the 
obfcur'd Light of Nature; to rectiſie the falſe Bon 
of our Wills, and to cleanſe. our vitiated Souls from 
all ſinful and corrupt Affections: we muſt lay hoc Rn 
on this Calm Seaſon to eie our barren Natures, Fo „ 


int in them the laſting 


eſs ; to extirpate all the lu rking Seeds 
and 7 co m and ae e gur ſelver in 
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rſt Fruits of good Living, are the ul. 
_ pleaſing Oblation we can offer Heaveng in Return 
for its benign Influence; and theſe Improvements of 
our degenerate Nature, will moſt plainly manifeR- 
the World, the Excellency and Divinity of both our 
EccleſialticaP” nd Civil Conſtitutions; *- 
Let us" then uſe our beſt Endeavours thus t. 
: er the wiſe- Deſighs of our great Creator; A&P live 
up to the peaceful Rules of that Religion he has given 
e happy Enjoy ment of: let us learn, as it directs, 
to avoid all vain Diſputes which may geniler Sin e, 


or Help to kindle thoſe Paſſions it was deſign d to cure: 
to appeaſe all thoſe Broils and Tumults which diſquiet 
Life, and are diſgraceful. to our Profeſſion; which 


render us uneaſie to our ſelves, and expoſe us to the 
Scorn and Malice of our Enemies. TIRE e 

n to; of ont Mi ud.” that we may 

with one Mouth glor e that God who hay done marvels 

ous things for us ; and then we ſhall huve moſt juſt - 

reaſon to be confident that thoſe Evils which the Craft 5 

and Subtilty o the Devil or Man worketh againft us, wil! 

be ought to au t; that by the Providence of his Goods 2 
ithey will B. e that we all b ure by" o 

1 ge, but ſhall men enjoy. het 1 opportit. 

nities "of giving him Thanks. his Holy Church. n. 
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